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Executive Summary


Imagine living in a country where you have no right to be who you are and are not
able to show love for whom you love.



The pain that an LGBTI person goes through in Nigeria due to persecution based on
their sexuality is harrowing. Growing up in Nigeria, I was unable to disclose my
sexuality, yet unable to hide it.



The culture in Nigeria makes it clear that being gay or transgender is a sin, a
sentiment that is fuelled by homophobic messages from faith communities, political
leaders, families, and schools. I took these messages in, identified with them, and
carried the shame of being a lesbian woman in Nigeria. I was arrested, tortured and
extorted by the Nigerian Police.



My name is Aderonke Apata. Feminist, human rights activist and equality advocate
who fled persecution for homosexuality in my native country Nigeria. My petitions
demanding that I be allowed to stay, gained over 320K signatures, my valiant efforts
in campaign for LGBT asylum seekers rights in the UK were recognized when I
gained the Winner Positive Role Model for LGBT National Diversity Award.



Founder, African Rainbow Family (ARF), a peer self- help support group for LGBTI
asylum seekers and Patron of Proud2BeProject in Totnes that support LGBT+
people.



Made #41 of the Independent Newspaper RainbowList2014's 1-101 most influential
LGBT people in the UK.



As part of my commitment to challenge issues facing minorities and internalising the
space and gap in services available for LGBTI asylum seekers experiencing
domestic violence, I was appointed a Trustee Board member of Broken Rainbow UK,
a domestic violence charity.



Elected as the BAME Officer, National LGBT Labour as part of my ongoing
campaign for equality and fight against barriers for equal access to the political
system. This is to call upon all BAME LGBTs in the UK to raise their voices and
demand accountability of politicians.



I started the campaign to shut down Yarl's Wood from inside the detention centre in
2012 when I was detained for nearly one year and gave evidence to the APPG on
Refugees and Migration's Inquiry into the Use of Immigration Detention in the UK.



Advocate for improvements in the UK asylum system and procedures for fairness to
people fleeing persecution based on their sexuality or gender identity and seek for
them to be treated with respect, sensitivity and dignity. I campaigned for and
contributed to the Investigation into the Home Office's Handling of Asylum Claims
Made on the Grounds of Sexual Orientation conducted by the Independent Chief
Inspector of Borders and Immigration, John Vine CBE QPM.



Currently campaigning to repeal Nigeria anti-gay law.
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This submission is made in a personal capacity and focuses The role that UK
parliamentarians can play in championing LGBT rights worldwide and responding
when such rights are threatened with particular respect to the homophobic antigay law in
Nigeria. However, recommendations would be made to impact on other countries with such
laws. I am happy for this written evidence to be referenced in the final report.
Global Overview
1.

It is a known fact that millions of LGBT people face criminalisation, hatred and
persecution around the world.1 This is not exceptional, even in parts of the world where
consensual same-sex marriages and relationships are legalised. The UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Prince Zeid, in a report published on discrimination and
violence against individuals based on their sexual orientation and gender identity, noted:
‘76...the overall picture remains one of continuing, pervasive,
violent abuse, harassment and discrimination affecting LGBT
and intersex persons in all regions. These constitute serious
human rights violations, often perpetrated with impunity,
indicating that current arrangements to protect the human
rights of LGBT and intersex persons are inadequate. There is
as yet no dedicated human rights mechanism at the
international level that has a systematic and comprehensive
approach to the human rights situation of LGBT and intersex
persons'. 2
2. There are 75 countries around the world where consensual same-sex activity and
relationships between adults, even in private are criminalised and 4 of these countries adopt
criminalisation of homosexuality with death penalty in their state laws. Nigeria happens to be
in both categories.3.
The situation in Nigeria

Imagine living in a country where you have no right to be who you are and are not
able to show love for whom you love! Friends, my case illustrates the pain that an
LGBTI person goes through in Nigeria due to persecution based on their sexuality.
"Growing up in Nigeria, I was unable to disclose my sexuality, yet unable to hide it.
The culture in Nigeria makes it clear that being gay or transgender is a sin, a
sentiment that is fuelled by homophobic messages from faith communities, political
leaders, families, and schools. I took these messages in, identified with them, and
carried the shame of being a lesbian woman in Nigeria. I was arrested, tortured and
extorted by the Nigerian Police".4 5

1

ILGA, ‘State-Sponsored Homophobia: A world survey of laws: Criminalisation, protection and recognition of same-sex love’ (2014) –
http://old.ilga.org/Statehomophobia/ILGA_SSHR_2014_Eng.pdf

2

Report of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights,‘Discrimination and violence against individuals
based on their sexual orientation and gender identity’ (4 May 2015)
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session29/Documents/A_HRC_29_23_en.doc

3

ILGA, ‘State-Sponsored Homophobia: A world survey of laws: Criminalisation, protection and recognition of same-sex love’ (2014) –
http://old.ilga.org/Statehomophobia/ILGA_SSHR_2014_Eng.pdf
4

Quote from Aderonke Apata, founder ARF: online petition: ‘Repeal Nigeria Anti-Gay Law' (2015) – Overview Petition 2 to repeal Nigeria antigay law
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/247/539/595/repeal-nigerian-anti-gay-law/
5

Gay asylum: how do you prove your sexuality? 2:06-3:12th minutes https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIgBBHn-lnk
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Quote from Aderonke Apata, lesbian from Nigeria.
3. In January 2014, the former President of Nigeria, President Goodluck Jonathan secretly
signed into law one of the world's most draconian anti-gay acts, titled "Same Sex Marriage
(Prohibition) Bill, 2011 which planned to legally crackdown on the Nigerian LGBTI
community6 7.
4. This punitive law, in its Section 58, seeks to discriminate, persecute and criminalise
consensual same sex relations among Nigerian LGBTIs.9 This denies LGBTIs the right to
their political opinions, freedom, access to healthcare services, jobs and other basic human
rights. It expanded to also outlaw public displays of same-sex affection, LGBTI events,
organisations, and advocacy for equality10 - each of these now can result in jail terms of 10
years.11
5. Prior to this law, Nigeria already criminalises homosexuality with felony charges as
contained in The Criminal Code Act, Chapter 77, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria 1990.12
6. It's toxic and a violation of the non-discriminatory and equality absolute rights of
Nigerian LGBTIs as contained in Article 42 of the Nigerian Constitution which states:
(1) A citizen of Nigeria of a particular community, ethnic group, place of
origin, sex, religion or political opinion shall not, by reason only that he
is such a person:(a) be subjected either expressly by, or in the practical application of,
any law in force in Nigeria or any executive or administrative action of
the government, to disabilities or restrictions to which citizens of
Nigeria of other communities, ethnic groups, places of origin, sex,
religions or political opinions are not made subject; or
(b) be accorded either expressly by, or in the practical application of,
any law in force in Nigeria or any such executive or administrative
action, any privilege or advantage that is not accorded to citizens of
Nigeria of other communities, ethnic groups, places of origin, sex,
religions or political opinions.
(2) No citizen of Nigeria shall be subjected to any disability or
deprivation merely by reason of the circumstances of his birth..13

6

Nigerian "Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill, 2011 - http://www.scribd.com/doc/74807203/Nigeria-Same-SexMarriage-Bill-final
7

App. 1a-d Nigerian "Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill, 2011 - http://www.scribd.com/doc/74807203/Nigeria-Same-Sex-Marriage-Billfinal
8
App. 1c Nigerian "Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill, 2011 - http://www.scribd.com/doc/74807203/Nigeria-Same-Sex-Marriage-Billfinal
9

Nigerian "Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill, 2011 - http://www.scribd.com/doc/74807203/Nigeria-Same-SexMarriage-Bill-final
10

App. 1c Nigerian "Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill, 2011 - http://www.scribd.com/doc/74807203/Nigeria-Same-Sex-Marriage-Billfinal
11

Nigerian "Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill, 2011 - http://www.scribd.com/doc/74807203/Nigeria-Same-Sex-Marriage-Bill-final

12
13

Criminal Code Act, Chapter 77, 1990, http://www.nigeria-aw.org/ConstitutionOfTheFederalRepublicOfNigeria.htm
Nigerian Constitution - Article 42 - http://www.nigeria-law.org/ConstitutionOfTheFederalRepublicOfNigeria.htm
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7. It's also contrary to Articles 2, 3 and 5 respectively of the African Charter on Human and
People's Rights; which Nigeria is a signatory to uphold and respect as stated below:
Article 2
Every individual shall be entitled to the enjoyment of the rights and
freedoms recognized and guaranteed in the present Charter without
distinction of any kind such as race, ethnic group, color, sex, language,
religion, political or any other opinion, national and social origin,
fortune, birth or other status.
Article 3
1. Every individual shall be equal before the law. 2. Every individual
shall be entitled to equal protection of the law.
Article 5
Every individual shall have the right to the respect of the dignity
inherent in a human being and to the recognition of his legal status. All
forms of exploitation and degradation of man particularly slavery, slave
trade, torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading punishment and treatment
shall be prohibited.14
8. It is an insidious law that is inconsistent with the international legal obligations of
Nigeria. It undermines the values of democratic rules and protections of every Nigerian
citizen's human rights, as enshrined in her 1999 constitution.
9. Nigerian democracy has been brought into disrepute and shambles nationally and
internationally as a result of this punitive law that lacked scrutiny. Homophobic and mob
attacks have increased across the country. This is evident in this horrific video which went
viral; of mobs lynching suspected LGBTIs.15 'Suspected' and perceived LGBTIs are
subjected to public whippings, hunted down, evicted from their homes, job loss, even
arrested and tortured by the police. People have been arraigned before judges and
reminded in custody.16
10. The linking of homosexuality with paedophilia threatens more, the security of LGBTIs
in Nigeria.17 Inability to access healthcare services particularly puts those living with HIV at
risk of sudden death and a high wave of increase in prevalence of HIV.18 19 20
11. I affirm that the law is contrary to the United Nations Human Rights Council resolution
‘Human Rights, Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity’ which raised ‘grave concern at acts
of violence and discrimination, in all regions of the world, committed against individuals
because of their sexual orientation and gender identity'.21
14

African Charter on Human and People's Rights - Articles 2, 3 and 5 - http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/z1afchar.htm

15

Aftermath of new anti gay law in Nigeria, two suspected gay men mobbed to death in south western Nig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anRRzf8u65w&oref=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DanRRzf8u65w&has_verified=1
16
Amnesty International - ‘Nigeria: halt homophobic witch-hunt under oppressive new law’, 15 January 2014 http://www.amnesty.org/en/news/nigeria-halthomophobic-witch-hunt-under-oppressive-new-law-2014-01-15
17

Pambazuka News - ‘Human security implications of anti-gay law on sexual minorities in Nigeria’, 11 June 2014
http://www.pambazuka.net/en/category/features/92084
18
The Economist - ‘Almost nobody wants to help: Homosexuals with HIV/AIDS are struggling to survive’, 7 June 2014
http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21603506-homosexuals-hiv-aids-are-strugglingsurvive-almost-nobody-wants-help
19

Erasing 76 Crimes - With Nigeria’s anti-gay law, HIV care drops 10%-70%’, 9 July 2014 http://76crimes.com/2014/07/09/with-nigerias-anti-gay-law-hivcare-drops-10-70
20

Science Speaks - , ‘HIV services derailed in wake of Nigeria, Uganda laws panelists say’, 4 April 2014 http://sciencespeaksblog.org/2014/04/04/hiv-servicesderailed-in-wake-of-nigeria-uganda-laws-panelists-say/
21

Human Rights Council resolution - Human rights, sexual orientation and gender identity (adopted 17 June 2011) -A/HRC/RES/17/19:
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Discrimination/Pages/LGBTUNResolutions.aspx
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In March 2014, The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights noted that
the Act:
‘..already appears to be having other dangerous side effects, even
before it comes into force, with my Office receiving reports of
widespread arrests of LGBT people in some states, some physical
attacks, including by mobs, and other forms of harassment such as a
rise in blackmail and extortion. It is for these reasons, among others,
that this law has aroused such controversy on the international level'. 22
12. The growing concerns for the fear of lives of LGBTIs to identify with their sexuality in
Nigeria are on the rise. People are permanently in the closet and unable to live life at its full.
under the threat of being outed.
I am scared of my life and future. In fact there's no life for us (LGBTIQs) here as we
can't be who we are, can't have any relationships, we are forced into marriages with
males so that people wouldn't know we are gay; this, we are unhappy with!23
Quote from Bola, a gay man in Nigeria.
13. The plights of LGBTIs in Nigeria under the law that really went far in discriminating
against this community but also people who associate with them prompted me to start an
international public campaign in demanding the repeal of Nigeria antigay law. A petition was
launched, has garnered so far, over 70,000 signatures.24 25 The signatures are due to be
delivered to the Nigeria High Commission in London on 30/09/2015.26
14. In addition to the petition, an open letter was written to President Obama for his
intervention27 28 during the Nigerian President, Muhammadu Buhari's official visit to the USA
in July 2015. This was raised with Buhari but he rejected it based on religion and cuture. 29
The campaign is ongoing.30
15. President Barack Obama didn't get deter by his answer, but went ahead to propagate
the stand of America in his visit to Africa. In Kenya, he said:

22

UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Opening remarks by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay at a press conference
during her mission to Nigeria, 14 March 2014, http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14374&LangID=E,
23
24
25
26

Bola Ojo, a gay man living in Nigeria who is in contact with ARF
Petition 1 to repeal Nigeria antigay law http://www.thepetitionsite.com/247/539/595/repeal-nigerian-anti-gay-law/
Petition 2 to repeal Nigeria antigay law https://www.causes.com/campaigns/94176-repeal-nigerian-anti-gay-law
Petition Delivery event to repeal Nigeria antigay law https://www.facebook.com/events/510171265810510/

27

Open Letter To President Barack Obama-Repeal Nigerian Anti-Gay Law: http://africanrainbowfamily.org/open-letter-to-president-barack-obama-repealnigerian-anti-gay-law/
28
App. 2. Open Letter To President Barack Obama-Repeal Nigerian Anti-Gay Law: http://africanrainbowfamily.org/open-letter-to-president-barack-obamarepeal-nigerian-anti-gay-law/
29
30

President Buhari visits USA - http://www.punchng.com/opinion/para 25 & 26 buhari-from-washington-with-dignity/
YouTube Video Campaign to repeal Nigeria antigay law https://www.facebook.com/events/510171265810510/
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“I’ve been consistent all across Africa on this. When you start treating
people differently, because they’re different, that’s the path whereby
freedoms begin to erode. And bad things happen”

31 32

..

"I was attacked with machete on my head and top of my eye brow, stabbed in the
back by some vigilante boys in Nigeria when they found out I am a lesbian because
they can't stand it".33 34
Quote from Happiness Agboro, lesbian from Nigeria.
Conclusion
The newly elected Nigerian President, Mohammadu Buhari swore to "preserve, protect and
defend the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria" at his swearing in and inaugural
speech ceremony in May 2015. He should now put his words into action by repealing this
draconian law; as it is contrary to the Nigerian Constitution and the African Charter on
Human and People's Rights which Nigeria signed to defend. Under existing Nigerian federal
law, sodomy is punishable by jail, but this Anti-Gay law legislates for much wider
discrimination, inequality and restrictions on LGBTIs, who already live in fear.

Recommendations

31



Pressure Nigerian government to repeal the antigay law which is the first step in a
long journey. Same applies to other such countries.



UK government to provide protection and sanctuary to LGBTI people fleeing Nigeria
and other such homophobic countries until such a time that their mindset, religious
and cultural beliefs improve.



Work with local LGBTI civil society organisations and human rights defenders to raise
more awareness in Nigeria and such other countries to better understand inequalities
faced by LGBTIs.



Work with indigenous groups to counter the rhetoric fed by religious leaders within
and outside Nigeria and other countries.



At every opportunity, make the stand of the UK government known to Nigeria
government and its officials.

Kenyatta: 'Gay rights is a non-issue for Kenya'

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/07/kenyatta-gay-rights-issue-kenya-150725182756519.html
32

Obama’s Good News Tides For Africa – LGBT Rights, True Democracy For Africa:

http://africanrainbowfamily.org/2015/07/28/obamas-good-news-tides-for-africa-lgbt-rights-true-democracy-forafrica/
33
34

Gay asylum: how do you prove your sexuality? 2:06-3:12th minutes https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UIgBBHn-lnk
Quote from Happiness Agboro, member African Rainbow Family (2014)
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LGBTI equality to be at the top of agenda of the UK embassy in Nigeria and other
countries.

Appendix
1a - 1d: Nigeria Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition), Bill 2011.
2.
: Open Letter To President Barack Obama-Repeal Nigerian Anti-Gay Law,
(2015).
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App. 1a Nigerian "Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill, 2011 - http://www.scribd.com/doc/74807203/NigeriaSame-Sex-Marriage-Bill-final
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App. 1b Nigerian "Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill, 2011 - http://www.scribd.com/doc/74807203/Nigeria-SameSex-Marriage-Bill-final
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App. 1c Nigerian "Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill, 2011 - http://www.scribd.com/doc/74807203/Nigeria-SameSex-Marriage-Bill-final
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App. 1d Nigerian "Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill, 2011 - http://www.scribd.com/doc/74807203/Nigeria-SameSex-Marriage-Bill-final
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App. 2. Open Letter To President Barack Obama-Repeal Nigerian Anti-Gay Law:
http://africanrainbowfamily.org/open-letter-to-president-barack-obama-repeal-nigerian-anti-gay-law/
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